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1 - -  - Le~rl~r. .  ~ l f  :h? churchrs. I+theI Mr!d 
1k>t11 ~rnrn~n. Cnuntv Council n~ern l r r  Ouln,i~rll Tlinktrie.: and ';c.nwa Creek Com- 
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Ifirnthal IT)-At Lqrce} and other ccrund ronrt~t.nb!kts qav  f1ir.v are mcu~t i i i q  oppusf- 
rncrnbfrr i ~ r ~ r l  tht.lr15rIves irr thrl rntdrlle of a tam I,ecauv t ! ~  l~rojc.cts woulrl ht. tl~r hrgjn- 
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., . lo  s?y no to n churcll is to wv nrr to fndi- 
virluals 2nd krnilirs. children and s~rdor citi- 
;~tns." B17110l) T~sr[mgton G. bhnson, prr- 
f;idinq prcbtt. uf k t h e l  IVorlrl C7utreach 
Xlinistsif*~, rwotc Lo cnuncir members, whn 
are rclit~rlirld to hnld n 11~1ring on thc is~uc 
tala!.. 

Ilr~rirnrlrncntalists, who have the hacking 
- 



i Church Construction Proposals 
that r ii the northem 
anrl w 3 of the county, 
it is h( ,e than 350 hor- 
ticultunl n u s m e w s  and 51)n 
farms thqt p r d u c ~  corn, sny- 
bPiUl\. what 0 t h ~  CTOPR. 

Some c'nurrhtrs have 11x4 an 
exemption zn county ;mning that 
fives "prjvate institutional hcil- 
itim," such as d a y a r e  mterg  
and primte sch~mls, more flex- 
ibility to h d d  on the m. 
Ifut county lradcrs woulrl have 
tn approve the extension of wa- 

- 

ter and wwer lines to new 
church=. 

SKth ei&t of the nine m n n l  
seats held by Dmmt .4 ,  and 
with environmentalists and the 
faith community viewtd as vital 
D e m m t i c  constituencies, the 
council is on edge, 

Yf his k not handed in a fair, 
reasonable ant1 h a l a n d  w, 
you have the rcal prospect of pit- 
ting the entire religious commu- 
nit? againqt peoplp who Live in 
the afi rrserve and mvironmm- 
talists," ,said council m m k  
S t m  A. S i l v c m  (Mt 

of mme other faith groups in the 
county, arc rven mnre direct. 
"\tP do haw an election coming 
up, and the Siern Club d t y  

endowments Idore the clcc- 
tirjri," .-id Annr Amhler, chair of 
t tir Montgomrry County Grnup 
of the Siem Club. 

Trouble Montgomery Cou 

At iss\re More the comd are 
efforts by the 2,.5Damernkr 
Bethcl World Ohtreach church 
in Silver lipring. which has a 
lar~cly black congregation, and 
2.17Wmendwr %rca Creek 
Communily Church m German- 
town to move to larcer complex- 
es in the afiricultutal reswvr. 

Leaders of hoth conmega- 
tinns say thty have nutmown 
their Imlions, ilnd with land 

I wee kntnrt m~ estate pricm 
hi,&, both turn4 ta the agncul- 
t u d  rcservc for a new honir. 

For 25 years, Montgomery of- 
ficials havc shielded thc resave 
- ahul  n n ~ t h i r d  of the coun- 
ty's bncl - from most dmC 
oprn~gt. A vast s w t h  of nn:n 

Large), a ondidate for cmmw 
cxccu~w, 7 t  is probably the 
thorniest issue this comd wilt 
haw to deal with." 

Si lvman and lomw cound 
memlwr Isiah I a e t t ,  his IikcIy 
o p ~ n e n t  for the Ikmocratic 
nomination next year, s+y thw 
favor finding a m y  to ammmrr 
date thc churches' needs whik 
pro lccting the rwrve. 

Montgomery County Ex- 
tiw Dough? M. Duncan, who is 
campahing for the krnocratic 
nomination for g m o r ,  alw 
has an interefit in the debate. 

On the camp&~a bail, Duw 
can h s t s  a h u t  the 9 8 . W a m  
rfferre whilt* noting that Gw. 
R o w  L. Ehrlich Jr. m) has ex- 
ploretl selling some state l ad .  
Duncan has alsa k n  mining 
bIack churchm for votes. 

Concmed a h t  a sIaw em 
aion of the county's r u d  heri- 
tage, the cmncil h l k d  at the 
churclios' requmts earher this 
y m .  Council m m h ,  with the 
consent of Duncan, formed a 
working group of I d  officials 

to study the issue whilc they put 
the requmts on hold. 

The working ~rrup's hdinjp, 
to he prmtecl to the muncil tw 
day, wiIl indurle calls to prc)hihit - 
w w r  hmhcups for private in- 
stitutional tanlities in the r p  
serve. Thow facilitim could still 
install septic tanks, hut the work- 
 in^ moup alw recommends that 
no dmlopmmt in h e  r w m  
build on mclrr than 15 p e n t  of 
tlre land it ownu. 

Rruce Johntron, pastor of Sen- 
e a  Crcvk Community Church, 
said recently that he envisions 
not just a mclam but also a 
ifayere center, classmrns, 
cer fields and an w t d m  amphi- 
theater for his church's new 
home. _ 

Rethel World Outreach wants 
trr build on 120 acres in the pre 
m. 
F d  cound ac 

propowl zoning ch 
pecttvl this fall. 

Tf ftwere nola church, I don't 
think we would have a problem 
saying no." Leventhd =id. 


